
™

As part of Dr. Seuss’ “Read Across America” project, the entire school community 
brought in as many “gently used” books as they possibly could to create an orga-
nized book swap.  Each level collected books and the LaSalle University Speech 
and Language interns, Stephanie Boag, Lisa Horta and Stacey Spezano, organized a 
Swap Station on each • oor.  Students had the opportunity to recycle books they had 
• nished reading.  Each student selected up to 5 recycled books to take home.

In Learning

Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD)

The Lewis School may be best known as a resource and advocate for students with Dys-
lexia, but our understanding of learning differences goes beyond Dyslexia.  Our multi-
sensory approach addresses the needs of students with Central Auditory Processing 
Disorder (CAPD), as well as Attention De• cit. The CAPD diagnosis may be relatively 
unfamiliar to families.  However, the symptoms of t his disorder may be very well-known. 
A recent article in the New York Times entitled, “Little-Known Disorder Can Take a 
Toll on Learning,” suggests that 2 to 5 percent of children with CAPD are undiagnosed, 
or misdiagnosed with attention de• cit.  A misdiagnosis is understandable when pos-
sible signs of CAPD include: inability to focus attention or remain “on task” for an ap-
propriate period of time; distractibility caused by extraneous sounds in the classroom 
and elsewhere; or inability to block out background noise and attend to a single voice.
The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders (NIDCD) 
describes auditory processing as “what happens when your brain recognizes and 
interprets the sounds around you. Humans hear when energy that we recognize as 
sound travels through the ear and is changed into electrical information that can be in-
terpreted by the brain.  The ‘disorder’ part of auditory processing disorder means that 
something is adversely affecting the processing or interpretation of the information.”  
In a classroom, this translates into a child whose parents mistakenly label the child 
as lazy or inattentive.  He may be a discipline problem or a day dreamer.  Reassur-
ingly, CAPD is not a re• ection of a child’s intelligence or aptitude for dynamic and 
creative thinking. It merely re• ects a learning weakness and a need to develop the 
mechanics of auditory processing that allow him/her to communicate these abilities.  

Classroom-based instruction at The Lewis School  addresses the needs of  students 
with CAPD by concentrating on building sequential memory, immediate recall, au-
ditory discrimination skills, and the ability to follow oral directions.   By introducing 
these skills in a group setting,  we provide students with a familiar and comfort-
able environment to increase auditory focus and  decrease auditory distractibility.  
Our classroom-based instruction integrates multisensory techniques to develop 
and strengthen the students’ communication needs in order to achieve optimal 
speech and language competency for educational, social and everyday situations.
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We are pleased to announce that Mr. Larry Lee was recently named Chief Fi-
nancial Administrative Of• cer at The Lewis School.  Mr. Lee is a hands-on se-
nior • nance executive with over 20 years of progressive experience in both small 
entrepreneurial and Fortune 100 companies.  Mr. Lee most recently served as 
CFO/Controller at the Brokers Group, an IT and Clinical Consulting compa-
ny headquartered in Princeton, NJ.   He received a Master of Business Admin-
istration in Finance at NYU’s Stern Business School.  Mr. Lee received a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  

We are delighted to welcome Sue Hagstrom, MA, CCC-SLP, back to The Lewis 
School community.  Mrs. Hagstrom served as the Head of the Speech & Language 
Department at Lewis from the mid 1980’s through 1991.  Most recently, she was a 
Senior Trainer, Instructional Designer, and Performance Improvement Analyst at 
New Jersey Manufacturer’s Insurance Group.   Since 2007, she has served as Presi-
dent of the Executive Board for the Central Jersey Speech and Hearing Association.  
She received a Bachelor of Science Degree and a Master of Arts Degree in Speech and 
Language Pathology from The College of New Jersey.  Mrs. Hagstrom is a Certi• ed 
Teacher of the Handicapped and a licensed Speech/Language Pathologist in the 
state of New Jersey.                                                  

In People

We are also excited to announce that Mrs. Rebecca Meslin recently accepted the po-
sition of Director of Admissions.  Mrs. Meslin joined the Lewis team in the spring of 
2008 as the Admissions Coordinator. She received dual-Bachelor of Art Degrees in 
Sociology and Women’s Studies from Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan.  
Mrs. Meslin is completing her Master of Art Degree in Women’s and Gender Stud-
ies from Eastern Michigan University. She has previously worked for the Michigan 
Women’s Commission and with the Girl Scouts of America.
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Middle School students at The Lewis School are going the extra mile to improve 
physical • tness and academic performance.  Ann Pierson, Director of Physical Edu-
cation, has developed a Walk/Run Program in partnership with Princeton Univer-
sity’s Men’s Lacrosse Team.  The students have the option of running or walking 
one mile to Community Park Woods.  Pierson began the program because of the 
link between physical • tness and academic performance.  Studies suggest that aero-
bic conditioning enhances brain functioning, builds problem solving skills, and im-
proves overall academic performance.

Lewis Upper School student, Natalie Kalibat,  placed 1st at the 110th annual Eastern 
Inter-scholastic Diving Championships held at LaSalle University.  Kalibat, who 
represented The Lewis School, defeated more than 30 other contestants to win the 
Women’s 1-Meter Diving Division.  Natalie Kalibat competed against 70 divers at 
the USA Diving Spring Region 1 Championships held at The College of New Jersey.  
She placed 5th in the Women’s 1-Meter Division.  Kalibat, who represented The 
Lewis School, was the only female from New Jersey who quali• ed to compete at 
the USA Diving Spring Junior East National Championships at Miami University 
in Oxford, Ohio.  

In Sports
The Lewis Lions Soccer team performed with incredible skill, power, and energy as 
they brought home the winner’s trophy from the 9th Annual Lewis Invitational Soc-
cer Tournament.  Playing against 2 tough opponents in inclement weather condi-
tions, the Lions outplayed and outscored every team.  The Lewis goal was expertly 
protected by the impressive Alyssa Funke, who kept a shut out in every game.   Dan 
Benato dominated in mid• eld with his creativity and skill, and along with Sam Pace’s 
hustle and spirit, Connor Goldblum’s • rst team goal, and Jeremy Iris-Williams’ 
pace, the Lions were able to overpower their opponents!  The championship game 
matched Lewis against Princeton Academy.  The game went into overtime, and with 
seconds remaining,  Dylan Gebel picked the ball up in mid• eld, went on an amazing 
run, before playing a perfect through ball to Andrew McGrath who showed great 
composure to control and • re an unstoppable shot into the net for the winning goal!  

Our children are getting a phenomenal Lewis education inside, help us to extend 
it to the outside.  We are asking for your help in ensuring that our children have 
a safe and appropriate place for recreational activity.  We’re envisioning more 
purposeful play areas beyond the existing swing set, balance beam, slide and 
monkey bars.  We need all parents to realize and acknowledge the importance of 
achieving this goal.  We are asking the entire school population to give as well as 
solicit donations from friends, families and local businesses.  Any gift, no matter 
how small, will bring us closer to our goal.   To date, we have raised over $15,000.

The Playground Fund
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In Extra-Curriculars

The Lewis School of Princeton’s Chess Team had an amazing season this year!  The 
club, coached by Martin Resnick, met weekly and focused on learning the fundamen-
tals and strategies of the game.  Their winning season was complimented by a 2nd 
place trophy at the Holland Brook Scholastic Tournament and a 3rd place trophy at 
Princeton Day School’s Tournament.  The club also had the remarkable opportunity 
to meet Dean Ippolito, a 15-time U.S. Grand Master Chess Champion.  Ippolito per-
formed a memory demonstration for the team.  The lesson targeted task attention, re-
call and focus skills, and active working memory strategies.  Team members included:  
Shannon Bain, Nihar Gavva, Jared Groder, Cole Luterek Alec Mabie Cole Montplai-
sir Jacob Resnick Andrew Simmons William White• eld-Smith and Cody Wilson. 

Chess Club

Girl’s Club

The Lewis School Girl’s Club organized a school-wide canned food drive to bene• t 
the Mercer Street Friends Food Bank for the Thanksgiving holiday.  Lead by Kara 
Kettelkamp, a junior at The Hun School and a member of Girl Scout Troop 909, 
The Lewis Girl’s Club charge is to perform service projects to bene• t the local com-
munity organizations while simultaneously fostering friendships. The club’s mem-
bers include Samantha Sivolella, Grace Alexander, Anna Maraldo, Myra Fayyaz, 
and Alexandra Callaway.  The girls decorated donation boxes in fall themes, dis-
tributed them throughout the school, and sent notices home to encourage partici-
pation. The generosity of our students and their families was awe-inspiring, with 
each homeroom gathering at least one over" owing box of non-perishable items 
for donation.  The Lewis Girl’s Club collected more than 300 non-perishable items.

Commencement
The Lewis School’s 37th Annual Commencement Exercises and Upper School 
Awards Ceremony were held on Thursday evening, May 27 at The Nassau Inn.  
Mrs. Lewis proudly granted 19 Upper School students with Certi• cates of Gradu-
ation.  The graduates were accepted to more than 30 colleges and universities and 
received over $250,000 in scholarship funding.  

Certi• cates of graduation were presented to the following members of the Class of 
2010:  Jessica Lee Argese, Adam Neil Blumenthal, Jacob Kenneth Brewer, Christo-
pher Damian DeCandia, Mark Ignatis Fagan, Alyssa Marie Funke, Zachary Aaron 
Gross, Patrick James Guina, Ian Paolo Guevarra, Mia James Hollenbach, Brandon 
Michael Jupiter, Stephen Thomas Karsay, Paul Douglas Licht, Peter Muratore, Carl 
Alexander Pinello, Nicholas Alan Ruf• ni, Rebecca Sydnee Schiff, Nicole Rossi SImp-
son and Emily Ann Szalc.
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